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CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's men's track team faces its stiffest 
challenge Friday and Saturday (March 1-2) as the Panthers compete in the Mid-Continent 
Indoor Championship at Cedar Falls, Iowa. 
"It's going to be a real dog fight," said Eastern assistant coach Tom Akers. 
"The championship can go to any one of four teams. Northern Iowa will definitely be 
the favorite. They're the defending champion of last year's indoor meet and the last 
three outdoor meets. 
"The other three teams (expected to contend) are Southwest Missouri State, 
Western Illinois and ourselves. We don't know much about Northern Iowa. We ran 
against Western and Southwest ••• we know what they have." 
Illinois-Chicago is the fifth school in the field. Cleveland State, Valparaiso 
and Wisconsin-Green Bay will not be represented, Akers said. 
Akers is optimistic about the Panthers chances. Senior Claude Magee (Clermont, 
FL) has times of 6.24 in the 6Q-yard dash, 30.23 in the 300 and 49.7 in the 440. All 
three performances are tops on Eastern's team, and .he is the defending champ in the 60. 
Magee will again be the Panther workhorse in .the conference .meet • . He will compete 
in the long jump, 60, 440 and run a .leg on the 440 .. relay squad. Akers said other 
individuals will compete in two individual events or one individual event and one relay. 
Besides Magee, the only other returning champ is sophomore Chris Johnson (Peoria-
Manual), who won the 600 last year. 
"I think, potentially, if we go there and run up to our capabilities, then we can 
come out as conference champion," Akers said. 
Jim Lail (Dolton-Thornridge) and Larry Thoemissen ·(Morton) will .' lead in the ;field 
events. Lail has set the school shot put record two straight .weeks • . He first threw 
it 55-11 and then topped his mark in the .next .meet with a 58-2~. 
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Thoennissen, who also has been over 55 feet in the shot this winter, set a school 
mark in the 35 lb. weight of 53-3 3/4. 
Eastern will also be counting upon senior Drew Geisler (Granite City-South), 
senior Scott Pillsbury (Petersburg-Porta/Lincoln Land CC) and freshman Mark Heise 
(Charleston) to continue their fine performances. 
Geisler leads the team in three events, the 800 at 1:55.7, 1000 at 2:11.37 and 
mile at 4:10.51. His time in the 1000 is the second-fastest in school history and his 
time in the mile is fifth~best in school history. 
Pillsbury has the best times in the two-mile and three-mile with 9:15.3 and 
14:22.7, respectively. Heise leads the team in the 600 with a 1:12.8 and ran the 
first leg of the 4 x 880 relay squad that went 8:03.2. 
Other members of the relay team included sophomore Jim Chandler (Mattoon), 
freshman Markus Gaines (Springfield-Southeast) and freshman Jim Maton (Shelbyville). 
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